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A Message from the Dean
Dear Members of the Class of 2016:
On behalf of the New York Law School Board of Trustees and Faculty, 
congratulations on reaching this extraordinary moment in your lives and 
in the life of the Law School. I’m extremely proud to have served as your 
Dean over the past four years, of the friendships we’ve made, and of the 
new paths we’ve paved for our community. I look forward to our continued 
partnership as we further build the Law School and the legal profession now 
that you are joining the ranks of our distinguished alumni.
This year, New York Law School has been privileged to celebrate its 125th 
anniversary. We are fortunate to hold this year’s Commencement Exercises in Carnegie Hall, the site 
of our first Commencement in 1892. Carnegie Hall opened its doors to the public in 1891, just like 
New York Law School, making this year’s ceremony truly special by coming full circle for both of our 
institutions. Both institutions are “quintessentially New York.” They share an indomitable spirit and a 
deep drive for excellence, and they have, since their foundings, played vital and demonstrable roles in 
shaping the City and the world. 
The Law School’s own history is as rich as it is proud, and we have always been committed to the highest 
ideals of the legal profession—a profession that today is rapidly changing and opening new and exciting 
opportunities for lawyers to advance justice and build the global economy.
As you’ve heard me say, an engaged Law School community is a happy, strong, and successful one. Our level of 
engagement, accountability, and care for one another as a community—Students, Faculty, Administration, 
Staff, Trustees, and Alumni alike—is unparalleled. Our focus has been on creating the most supportive and 
inclusive learning environment, and the best possible outcomes, for every student and graduate. Just as we 
are here for you today, we will be here for you tomorrow.
As you transition to your roles as lawyers, please never forget that you are members of a diverse profession 
whose work is essential to every aspect of a free, democratic, and just society. The study of law is not easy, nor 
is it supposed to be. It is not a luxury, but a privilege. You have earned the right to call yourselves graduates 
of this Law School, and as you step forward today, we will be by your side. 
Because of New York Law School, because of your drive, because of the support of our community, and your 
family and friends, you are ready for your new journey, and to undertake it proudly and successfully. The 
benefits of your labor will be realized over a rewarding lifelong career. But take nothing for granted and leave 
nothing to chance. Focus, preparation, and hard work are your only true guides. Be present and accountable 
in every moment you are called on for your knowledge and leadership as lawyers and citizens. Your clients, 
your colleagues, your family and friends, and you, deserve no less. 
No matter where you go, continue to draw on this great City as a source of inspiration that both shares and 
shapes our values: diversity, opportunity, professionalism, integrity, empathy, service to others, leadership, 
innovation, and, of course, the drive and ambition to be the very best. That’s what makes us New York’s law 
school.
Congratulations!
All the best,
Anthony W. Crowell 
Dean and President, Professor of Law
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Anthony W. Crowell    
Dean and President, Professor of Law 
Ronald LaBow ’62
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Adjunct Faculty
2015 – 2016
Distinguished Adjuncts
Andrew Berman
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R.B. Bernstein
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James Hagy
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Andrew Scherer
Peter J. Strauss
Adjuncts
Chitra Aiyar
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John Baker
Carmen Barbazan
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Michael Blakeney
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David Dorfman
Deborah Dorfman ’92
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Robert Erb ’91
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Lucas A. Ferrara
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David Fish ’96
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Joseph Giamboi
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David Glass
Michael H. Goldberg
Thomas Golden
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Richard M. Horowitz
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Terry J. Ilardi
Joanne Ingham
Laura Jacobs
William Jannace ’92
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Phillip Jelsma
Nina Jody
Peter Johnson ’96
Jason D. Jones
Stephen D. Kahn
Hon. Deborah Kaplan
Abraham Kasdan ’85
Andrew Katz
Judith Kaufman
Michael Kelly
Sara Kelsey
Peter Kempner
Sarah Kerr
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George Pompetzki ’86
Carole Post
Samantha Pownall ’11
Brian Pyne ’09
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David Raskin ’94
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Michael Resko
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Daniel Rosen
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Lisa Schatz-Vance ’94
Corinne Schiff
Lawrence Schnapf ’84
Paul Schneiderman
Kathleen Scott
Philip C. Segal ’73
David L. Shapiro
Neil Sherman
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Ilene Shifrin
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Richard Siegler
Adam Silberlight
Mark A. Silberman
Ventura Simmons ’94
Cary Stewart Sklaren
Claudia Slovinsky
Richard Sobelsohn
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Moshie Solomon
David Soskin ’08
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Alex Stein
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Julian Swearengin
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Karen Owen Talley ’95
Claire R. Thomas
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L. Stanton Towne
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Andrew Turro
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Francis J. Valentino
Karen Varriale
Alan Vinegrad
Mark von Sternberg
Genevieve Wachtell
Nancy Waite
Susan Walsh
Benjamin Weinstock
Kimberly Williams
Hon. Patricia Anne Williams
Justin Xenitelis ’06
Peter Zablotsky
Ariella Zarfarti
Lee Zimet ’85
Adjunct Emeritus
Hon. Frederic S. Berman ’51 
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Order of Exercises
 Anthony W. Crowell, Presiding  
 Dean and President, Professor of Law
PRELUDE Jubilate Deo—Gregor Aichinger
 Contrapunctus—J.S. Bach
 Quintet No . 1—Victor Ewald
MARSHALS  Professor Robert Blecker 
 Professor Lung-chu Chen
PROCESSIONAL  Pomp and Circumstance, No . 1 Op . 39—Sir Edward Elgar 
 Triumphal March, Aida—Giuseppe Verdi
GREETINGS Dean Anthony W. Crowell
THE NATIONAL ANTHEM Molly Mauck
 Class of 2016
INTRODUCTION OF Dean Anthony W. Crowell
ESTEEMED ALUMNI 
REFLECTIONS ON THE Presentation by Jason Singer, President of the Student Bar Association
NEW YORK LAW SCHOOL  
COMMUNITY 
AWARDING OF PRIZES Class of 2016 Teaching Award
  Presentation by Jason Singer
 Professor Tamara Belinfanti
 Otto L. Walter Distinguished Writing Awards 
 Presentation by Associate Dean William P . LaPiana
 Faculty Awards
  Full-time Faculty Article
  Ari Ezra Waldman for “Privacy as Trust:  Sharing Personal 
Information in a Networked World” 
 Adjunct Faculty Article
  Joanne Ingham for “The Practice Value of Experiential Legal 
Education:  An Examination of Enrollment Patterns, Course 
Intensity, and Career Relevance” (with Margaret Reuter) 
 Adjunct Faculty Book
  Michael Roffer ’83 for The Law Book from Hammurabi to the 
International Criminal Court, 250 Milestones in the History of Law
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AWARDING OF PRIZES Student Award
(continued)  Victoria Stork 
For “Conflict Minerals, Ineffective Regulations: Comparing International 
Guidelines to Remedy Dodd-Frank’s Inefficiencies”
  Moshe B. Nachum 
For “The Landlord Blues: Inequity, Inefficiency and Untimeliness of 
Summary Eviction Proceedings in New York City”
STUDENT REMARKS Nicole Mozee
AWARDING OF PRIZES *The Finalists for the Trustees’ Prize for the Highest Average
 Presentation by Associate Dean William P . LaPiana
 Day Division Evening Division
 Alexander Eaton Scott Dehart
 Vera Esses   Adam Gallagher
 Elizabeth Stevens  Timothy Greenberg 
 Victoria Stork
STUDENT REMARKS Lauren Jakubowicz
AWARDING OF PRIZES The Alfred L. Rose Award for Excellence
 Presentation by Associate Dean William P . LaPiana
 Trina Cornet
 Molly Mauck 
STUDENT REMARKS Joseph Chung
AWARDING OF PRIZES The Dean’s Award for Student Leadership
 Presentation by Dean Anthony W . Crowell
 Josephine Bahn Marbel Munoz 
 Joseph Chung Sherbune Paul 
 Benjamin Eisenstein Gerard Quinn 
 Daniel Field Jonathon Sizemore 
 Roxanne Micca Christopher Ujkic  
*  Based on fifth semester grades for Day Division and seventh semester grades for Evening Division students. The final awards will be 
made after all grades are complete in June, to the student with the highest average in each division.
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Order of Exercises (continued)
CONFERRING OF  Doctor of Laws (LL.D.)
HONORARY DEGREE Introduction by Dean Anthony W . Crowell
 Presentation by Arthur N . Abbey ’59 
  The Honorable Robert A. Katzmann, Chief Judge of the  
United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit
COMMENCEMENT  The Honorable Robert A. Katzmann
ADDRESS 
AWARDING OF  Presentation by Arthur N . Abbey ’59 
PRESIDENT’S MEDAL Charles E. Phillips Jr. ’93
 Chief Executive Officer, Infor
 Member of the Board of Trustees, New York Law School
AWARDING OF  Presentation by Paula Grimm
KATHLEEN GRIMM   Christine Maggiore 
MEDAL* Class of 2016 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  The Honorable Marc J. Whiten ’84
WELCOME President, New York Law School Alumni Association
CONFERRING OF  Introduction of Candidates
STUDENT DEGREES Professor Lloyd Bonfield Professor Richard Chused 
 Professor Ronald H. Filler Professor Stacy-Ann Elvy
 Professor Ann F. Thomas Professor Edward A. Purcell Jr.
 Professor Heather Cucolo Professor Michelle Zierler
 Presentation of Candidates 
 Dean Anthony W. Crowell
 Conferring of Degrees 
 Arthur N. Abbey ’59, Chairman, Board of Trustees
CLOSING REMARKS  Dean Anthony W. Crowell
RECESSIONAL  Two Voluntaries—Henry Purcell
*   The Trustees of New York Law School established the Kathleen Grimm Medal for Distinguished Public Service on 
February 11, 2015, to honor Kathleen Grimm ’80 for her inspiring leadership, her distinguished and dedicated service 
to the Law School, and her outstanding accomplishments in the fields of law and education. Ms. Grimm, who passed 
away on February 17, 2015, had a long record of dedication to public service, most recently as Deputy Chancellor of 
Operations at the New York City Department of Education. She was one of New York City’s most dedicated servants 
ever, having served five City Mayors, one State Comptroller, seven City Commissioners, and four City Schools 
Chancellors. She also served New York Law School as a member of the Board of Trustees and on NYLS’s Alumni 
Association Board of Directors for over two decades, including as Past President. 
Honors and Prizes
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ProvISIonAl HonorS*
May 20, 2016
Based on fifth semester grades for Day Division and seventh semester grades for Evening Division students. Final 
honors will be determined after all grades are posted in June.
Summa Cum Laude
Scott Dehart
Alexander Eaton
Vera Esses
Adam Gallagher
Elizabeth Stevens
Victoria Stork
Magna Cum Laude 
Michael Brady
Wayne Carrabus
Gregory Damico
Mary Doherty
Robert Drolet
Benjamin Eisenstein
Timothy Greenberg
Brielle Kilmartin
Patrick Morris
Justin Offermann
Gerard Quinn
Lauren Sarti
Jonathon Sizemore
Alina Slabodkina
Chuan Tian
Jeffrey Wolber
Degrees with Honors
February 1, 2016
Matthew Sontag
Magna Cum Laude 
Darnella Banks
John Bravo
Paul Metcalf
Moshe Nachum
Alessandra Padula
Joanna Plonska
Crystal Sickler
Cum Laude
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Cum Laude 
Ashley Babrisky
Anjanette Bobrow
Emily Carnevale
Andray Cleghorn
David Collins
Gilmar Colonia
Trina Cornet
Joseph Covell
Caitlin Dance
Kelsey Dickman
Morio Feldman
Daniel Field
Christina Gallo
Togtokhbayar Ganzorig
Terrence Griffiths
Xiaoyin Guan
Alicia Langone
Leslie Leutwiler
Danielle Librandi
Christine Maggiore
Molly Mauck
Mallory McGee
Roxanne Micca
Dennis Murray
Sara Nassof
Brian Noel
James Pierre-Louis
Quinn Rapp-Ellis
Darren Robertson
Estefani Rodriguez
Jeffrey Saavedra
Joshua Satter
Alexander Stepankovskiy
Stephanie Storke
Christopher Ujkic
Xianzhi Wang
Andrea Weitzman
*  Prior to the commencement ceremony, provisional honors are calculated based on a student’s cumulative grade point average at the 
conclusion of the preceding (fall) semester.
  Final honors are calculated at the end of the spring semester and include all grades. It is possible to have provisional honors granted for 
the commencement ceremony but ultimately not have final honors confirmed after graduation if a student’s final grade point average is 
not in the top 25 percent of the graduating class.
  Alternatively, a student could receive a different honor upon graduation (e.g., cum laude as provisional honors and magna cum laude 
upon graduation).
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Commencement Prizes and Other Recognition
chief justice rose e. bird award  
for motivation in pursuing  
public interest law
 Nicole Mozee
helen & andrew dokas memorial  
award for excellent achievement
 Ketevan Iveri
 William Tock
professor stephen j. ellmann  
clinical legal education prize
 Robert Drolet 
 Molly Mauck
alexander d. forger award for  
distinguished service to the 
profession
 Robert Drolet 
 Payal Thakkar
joseph solomon award for excellent  
character and fitness
 Togtokhbayar Ganzorig
 Darley Maw
 Gerard Quinn
alvin j. bronstein ’51 civil rights and 
social justice award  
 Nicole Mozee
ernst c. stiefel writing award  
for excellence in comparative- 
common civil law
  Brian Noel for “Palmer v. District of Columbia”
the abraham “avi” mund prize  
for excellence in information  
technology and the law
 Ashley Babrisky
henry j. wolff award for proficiency 
during a full course of study— 
evening division
 Michael Brady
dean’s award for institutional service 
 Jason Singer
new york law school  
diversity champion
 Blaire Waller
national jurist law student  
of the year
 Carlos Valenzuela
center for new york city law 
fellowship
 Jonathon Sizemore
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faculty award for outstanding 
service to the new york law school  
law review
 Benjamin Eisenstein
 Jonathon Sizemore
 Jeffrey Wolber
roger j. miner award for outstanding 
editorial contribution to the new 
york law school law review
 Gerard Quinn
new york law school law review award  
for best note
 Moshe Nachum
new york law school moot court  
association best advocate award
 Brian Noel
new york law school national  
moot court team 
 Doralyn Dedios
 Danielle Librandi
 Christine Maggiore
 Nicole Mozee
 Brian Noel
new york law school moot court 
award for serving with distinction 
 Alexa Bonaros
 Daniel Field
 Darley Maw
 Estefani Rodriguez
Noah P. Melnick Memorial  
Moot Court Award
 Brian Noel
order of the barristers
 Alexa Bonaros
 Daniel Cohen
 Doralyn Dedios
 Danielle Librandi
 Christine Maggiore
 Molly Mauck
 Darley Maw
 Nicole Mozee
 Marbel Munoz
 Brian Noel
 Sherbune Paul
honorary order of the  
barristers award
 Professor Susan J. Abraham
 Professor Daniel A. Warshawsky 
 
16   |   New York Law School 
Commencement Prizes (to be announced)
These prizes will be awarded after computation of final grades and will be announced on the Law School’s website.
professor joseph t. arenson award 
for excellence in wills and decedents’ 
estates
	 	 u
elsberg prize for proficiency 
in the law of contracts—evening 
division
	 	 u
the ruben s. fogel commencement award 
for excellence in constitutional 
history and death penalty (established 
in honor of professor robert blecker)
	 	 u
sylvia d. garland award for excellence 
in subjects relating to civil litigation
	 	 u
milton s. gould award 
for proficiency in the law
of contracts—day division
	 	 u
professor albert kalter award 
for excellence in tax law 
	 	 u
professor james p. kibbey memorial award 
for excellence in commercial law 
	 	 u
d. george levine memorial award 
for the highest grade in the law 
of real property
	 	
professor robert r. rosenthal award 
for excellence in new york practice
	 	 u
murray stockman memorial award 
for the highest average in the 
law of evidence
	 	 u
louis susman memorial award for 
excellence in the study of the 
law of evidence
	 	 u
woodrow wilson award for proficiency 
in constitutional law
	 	 u
ross gnesin award for excellence 
in workers’ compensation law
	 	 u
abraham markhoff writing award 
(for workers’ compensation)
	 	 u
new york law school alumni  
association awards
Professor Vincent Lolordo Award
for Excellence in Administration
of Criminal Justice
Dr . Max Reich Award for Excellence 
in Civil Trial Advocacy
Professor Ivan Soubbotitch Award for Excellence in 
Poverty Law and Civil Rights
Recognition
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John Marshall Harlan Scholars
The John Marshall Harlan Scholars honors program is named for New York Law School’s alumnus and 
United States Supreme Court justice who served on the Court from 1955 to 1971. The program offers 
selected students the opportunity to pursue focused study in a field of law, including directed curricula, 
scholarship, and other academic projects, through affiliation with one of the Law School’s academic 
centers. We are pleased to acknowledge the Harlan Scholars of the Class of 2016.
Anisa Bartholomew
Center for Business and Financial Law
Anjanette Bobrow
Innovation Center for Law and Technology
Michael Brady
Center for Business and Financial Law
Emily Carnevale
Center for Business and Financial Law 
Wayne Carrabus
Center for Business and Financial Law
Jaimee Chasmer
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Gilmar Colonia
Center for Business and Financial Law
Joseph Covell
Center for Business and Financial Law
Gregory Damico
Center for Real Estate Studies
Caitlin Dance
Center for Business and Financial Law
Innovation Center for Law and Technology
Mary Doherty
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Gillian Eagan
Center for Business and Financial Law
Alexander Eaton
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for Real Estate Studies
Benjamin Eisenstein
Center for Business and Financial Law
Vera Esses
Center for Real Estate Studies
Daniel Field
Center for Business and Financial Law
Adam Gallagher
Center for Business and Financial Law
Christina Gallo
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Togtokhbayar Ganzorig
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for International Law
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Timothy Greenberg
Center for International Law
Brielle Kilmartin
Center for Business and Financial Law
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Alicia Langone
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for Real Estate Studies
Roxanne Micca
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Patrick Morris
Center for New York City Law
Jordan Moss
Center for Real Estate Studies
Dennis Murray
Center for Business and Financial Law
Sara Nassof
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Brian Noel
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Justin Offermann
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for International Law
James Pierre-Louis
Center for Business and Financial Law
Joanna Plonska
Center for Business and Financial Law
Gerard Quinn
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Quinn Rapp-Ellis
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Darren Robertson
Center for Business and Financial Law
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Jeffrey Saavedra
Innovation Center for Law and Technology
Lauren Sarti
Jonathon Sizemore
Center for New York City Law
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Alina Slabodkina
Elizabeth Stevens
Center for Real Estate Studies
Victoria Stork
Center for Business and Financial Law
Stephanie Storke
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Chuan Tian
Center for Business and Financial Law
Christopher Ujkic
Center for Business and Financial Law
Andrea Weitzman
Center for Business and Financial Law
Karyn Wilson
Innovation Center for Law and Technology
Jeffrey Wolber
Innovation Center for Law and Technology 
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Center and Program Associates 
New York Law School is pleased to recognize the members of the Class of 2016 who have completed the 
curricular programs and projects as required to be an associate of one of the academic centers or programs 
listed below.
Yusef Abutouq
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for International Law
Innovation Center for Law and Technology
Aleksandr Akulov
Center for Business and Financial Law
Joseph Antonakos 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Corinne Avanzino
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Ashley Babrisky 
Innovation Center for Law and Technology
Josephine Bahn
Alternative Dispute Resolution Skills Program
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for International Law
Ian Ball 
Innovation Center for Law and Technology
Darnella Banks
Center for Business and Financial Law
John Baylet
Center for Business and Financial Law
Isabella Belenky
Center for Real Estate Studies
Aurelie Bertoldo
Center for International Law
Alexa Bonaros
Center for Business and Financial Law
Faye Brown
Center for Business and Financial Law
Doris Cajiao
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Christian Calderon
Center for International Law
Cassandra Charles
Center for Real Estate Studies
Isioma Chukwuani
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for International Law
Joseph Chung 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for International Law
Dana Cimera 
Center for Business and Financial Law
David Collins 
Innovation Center for Law and Technology
Chloe Coniaris
Alternative Dispute Resolution Skills Program
Center for International Law
Trina Cornet 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Skills Program
Charles Costello
Center for Business and Financial Law
Johanny Cruz
Center for Business and Financial Law 
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Renee Daniel
Impact Center for Public Interest Law 
Clineesa Dargan
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Joseph Paolo De Jesus
Center for International Law
Doralyn Dedios
Center for Business and Financial Law
Kelsey Dickman
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Anne Easton
Center for Business and Financial Law
Keila Espinosa
Center for Business and Financial Law
Sean Farrow
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Daniel Feldman
Center for Business and Financial Law
Artur Finkel
Center for Real Estate Studies
Luisa Florez
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Stephen Gaeta
Impact Center for Public Interest Law 
Arielle Gambino
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Terrence Griffiths
Center for Business and Financial Law
Xiaoyin Guan
Center for Business and Financial Law
Nataliana Guida
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Shabnam Hajian 
Innovation Center for Law and Technology
Jessica Herman 
Innovation Center for Law and Technology
Ketevan Iveri
Center for Business and Financial Law
Marine Jardonnet
Center for International Law
Khandoker Kader
Center for Real Estate Studies
Ryan Keenan
Center for Business and Financial Law
Andrew  Kontzamanis
Center for Real Estate Studies
Roxanne Kornreich
Center for Business and Financial Law
Rachel Kramer
Center for Business and Financial Law
Elvira Kulyak
Center for Real Estate Studies
Jamie Kwasniewski
Center for Business and Financial Law
Samantha Labossiere
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for Real Estate Studies
Gonzalo Landaverde
Center for Business and Financial Law
Susan Lee
Center for Real Estate Studies
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Center and Program Associates (continued)
Bianca Lewis 
Innovation Center for Law and Technology
Danielle Librandi
Center for New York City Law
Kristine Loffredo
Center for Business and Financial Law
Chrystina Lopera
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Charles Machado
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for Real Estate Studies
Molly Mauck
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for International Law 
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Darley Maw 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Skills Program
Center for International Law
Francisco Mayer
Center for Business and Financial Law
Kendall McCaffrey
Center for Real Estate Studies
Mallory McGee
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Laura Molina
Center for Business and Financial Law
Mario Molina
Center for Real Estate Studies
Jacqueline Moore
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Nicole Mozee
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Marbel Munoz
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for International Law
Moshe Nachum
Center for Real Estate Studies
Ryan Nicolosi 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Skills Program
Elda Nune
Center for International Law
Daniel Opatut
Center for Real Estate Studies
Bridget Pastorelle
Center for Real Estate Studies
Sherbune Paul
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Ivo Pierotich
Center for Business and Financial Law
Courtney Reed
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Jennifer Repollet
Center for Real Estate Studies
Jason Reuben
Impact Center for Public Interest Law 
Jennessy Rivera
Center for Real Estate Studies
Estefani Rodriguez
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
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Alec Rubenstein
Center for Business and Financial Law
Marisa Russo
Center for Business and Financial Law
Maralee Sanders
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Daniel Sasson
Center for Real Estate Studies
Joshua Satter
Center for Business and Financial Law
Jason Singer
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Danielle Sporcic
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for Real Estate Studies
Joseph Stackhouse
Center for Business and Financial Law
Payal Thakkar
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Shantel Thompson
Center for Real Estate Studies
Kary Torres
Center for Real Estate Studies
Douglas Triglianos 
Innovation Center for Law and Technology
Maria Vasaturo
Center for Real Estate Studies
Rita Vega
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Andrew Villa
Center for Business and Financial Law
Christine Visci
Center for Real Estate Studies
Blair Waller
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for International Law
Xianzhi Wang
Center for Business and Financial Law
Barbara Wheatle
Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Kyle Willmer 
Innovation Center for Law and Technology
James Wolff
Center for Business and Financial Law
Tayaba Zahra
Center for Real Estate Studies 
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New York Law School Law Review
Adrienne Baffa
Anjanette Bobrow
Michael Brady
Emily Carnevale
Wayne Carrabus
Jaimee Chasmer
David Collins
Gilmar Colonia
Gregory Damico
Caitlin Dance
Mary Doherty
Alexander Eaton
Benjamin Eisenstein
Vera Esses
Daniel Field
Adam Gallagher
Christina Gallo
Togtokhbayar Ganzorig
Timothy Greenberg
Brielle Kilmartin
Anisa Lakuriqi
Alicia Langone
Danielle Librandi
Molly Mauck
Roxanne Micca
Patrick Morris
Dennis Murray
Moshe Nachum
Sara Nassof
Brian Noel
Justin Offermann
Joanna Plonska
Gerard Quinn
Quinn Rapp-Ellis
Darren Robertson
Jeffrey Saavedra  
Lauren Sarti
Jonathon Sizemore
Alina Slabodkina
Matthew Sontag
Alexander Stepanovskiy
Elizabeth Stevens
Victoria Stork
Stephanie Storke
Chuan Tian
Christopher Ujkic
Andrea Weitzman
Karyn Wilson 
Jeffrey Wolber
The New York Law School Law Review is the Law School’s journal for legal scholarship.  Members are 
primarily Harlan Scholars, selected for that honor and for the Law Review based on their GPAs. A few 
students are also selected through a write-on competition. Law Review editors work with the faculty to 
plan academic symposia as well as with the faculty publisher to select papers for publication. The editors 
edit all articles, and are responsible for all aspects of the publication process. We are pleased to recognize 
their achievements.
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Moot Court Association
The New York Law School Moot Court Association is a student-run organization that focuses on oral 
advocacy and brief writing skills at the appellate level. Students are accepted into the organization 
by competing in the Charles W. Froessel Moot Court Competition, a constitutional law intramural 
competition. The Froessel Competition is one of the most challenging intramural competitions in the 
country and one of the most demanding recruiting tools used by a moot court association in selecting its 
members. We are pleased to recognize the members of the Moot Court Association.
Evan Bane
John Baylet
Alexa Bonaros
Andray Cleghorn
Daniel Cohen
Fatmata Conteh
Doralyn Dedios
Keila Espinosa
Daniel Field
Luisa Florez
Timothy Jenks
Jamie Kwasniewski
Elizabeth Lanza
Danielle Librandi
Christine Maggiore
Molly Mauck
Darley Maw
Nicole Mozee
Marbel Munoz
Brian Noel
Sherbune Paul
Estefani Rodriguez
Joshua Satter
Thomas Sottile
Kevin Timpone
Jeffrey Wolber
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Dispute Resolution Team
Josephine Bahn
Brian Cavanaugh
Isioma Chukwuani
Joseph Chung
Robert Drolet
Alexander Eaton
Jeannette Glazier
Ryan Keenan
Darley Maw
Colin McGeough
Roxanne Micca
Laura Molina
Ashley Pomes
Anthony Sears
Jason Singer 
The New York Law School Dispute Resolution Team is a student-run co-curricular organization that 
trains members in day-to-day lawyering skills in order to prepare them to represent the School in client 
counseling, negotiation, mediation, and arbitration competitions across the country. Membership is by 
invitation only, and is based on outstanding performance either in the NYLS Intramural Negotiation 
Competition or through a rigorous writing and planning admissions process. We are pleased to recognize 
these graduating members of the Dispute Resolution Team.
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Advocacy Program Certificates
Nicole Chamra
Cody Churchill
Andray Cleghorn
Kelsey Dickman
Morio Feldman
Luisa Florez
Elizabeth Lanza
Christine Maggiore
Brian Noel 
Daniel Opatut
Senad Ramovic
Anthony Sears
Thomas Sottile
The Advocacy Program is designed to prepare students to graduate with the skills and experience that 
will help them excel as litigators.  The Program has three tracks:  civil, criminal and appellate advocacy.  
The required course of study for each track includes a suggested combination of skills, writing, and 
procedure courses, and each track culminates in a clinical or externship experience in which the students 
use the skills they have learned in practice.  We are pleased to recognize the members of the Class of 
2016 who have completed the courses required to earn an Advocacy Certificate. 
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Public Service Certificates
Yusef Abutouq
Josephine Bahn
John Baylet
Angie Bolivar
Anthony Caguioa
Christian Calderon
Isioma Chukwuani
Joseph Chung
Dana Cimera
Lindsay Cohen
Chloe Coniaris
Johanny Cruz
Renee Daniel
Clineesa Dargan
Kelsey Dickman
Robert Drolet
Vera Esses
Sean Farrow
Morio Feldman
Rebecca Hanus
Thomas Hogan
Gonzalo Landaverde
Alicia Langone
James Losada
Mallory McGee
Roxanne Micca
Nicole Mozee
Marbel Munoz
Ryan Nicolosi
Sherbune Paul
Ivo Pierotich
Ashley Pomes
Quinn Rapp-Ellis
Courtney Reed
Lucas Sambrook
Maralee Sanders
Barbara Sherman
Jason Singer
Alexander Stepankovskiy
Payal Thakkar
Shantel Thompson
Andrew Topazio
Christopher Ujkic
Maria Vasaturo
Rita Vega
James Wolff
Afroza Yeasmin
Lauren Zamora 
The Office of Student Engagement is pleased to recognize the members of the Class of 2016 who 
have earned the Public Service Certificate.  Students earning the certificate have performed at least 40 
hours of voluntary service while in law school, or have a combination of at least 30 hours of voluntary 
service and another 30 hours of public interest work done through a work-study placement, clinic, or 
externship.
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Pro Bono Scholars
Eric Belmont
Robert Drolet
Miranda Fansher
Courtney Reed
Stephanie Storke
Carlos Valenzuela
Students in the Pro Bono Scholars Program begin their final semester by studying for, and taking, the 
February New York bar exam. Then they spend the remainder of this semester in a 12-week, full-time pro 
bono placement with a preapproved legal services provider or law firm, representing people from poor 
and underserved communities. Pro Bono Scholars also participate in a seminar in which they reflect on 
their placement experiences, study lawyering skills and ethical issues, and explore the access to justice crisis 
and the nature and value of proposed responses to this crisis. Students who pass the bar exam, complete 
their pro bono placement and class satisfactorily, and meet the other bar admission requirements are then 
eligible for early admission to the bar, soon after their graduation from NYLS.
The Graduating Class
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LL.M. in American Business Law 
February 1, 2016 Graduates
Turkhan Mirzayev
Karin Moskovitch
May 20, 2016 Candidates
Roberto Quintero
Mohammad Safiuddin
Qing Zong 
LL.M. in Financial Services Law
September 1, 2016 Candidates
Tara Gatto Monica Lee 
LL.M. in Taxation
May 20, 2016 Candidates
Christopher Avila
Evan Bane
Anastasiya Bogdanovskaya
Salvatore Candela
Phillip Colasanto
Rafael Diefenthaeler
Ellen Ladd
Jonathan Perl
Flora Rainer
Danielle Sporcic
Scott Woller
September 1, 2016 Candidates
Anthony Caguioa
Matthew Jensen 
M.A. in Mental Disability Law Studies
May 20, 2016 Candidates
Alan Kaldawi
Andrea Marber
Mary McNamara
Barbara Sherman
Adam Simms
Alma Whitelaw 
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J.D. Graduates
Paolo Accomando
Aleksandr Akulov
Darnella Banks
Justin Beardsley
Vincent Biancamano
John Bravo
Drita Brija
Faye Brown
Daniel Burke
Michael Chapman
Cassandra Charles
Anthony Cohen
Liana Cotto
Alex Diaz
Vladislav Direktor
Stacyann Donegan
Ignacio Duran
Jessica Figueroa
Andrew Garber
Danielle Gordon
Talisa Gunraj
Rebecca Hanus
Scott Higgins
Alexander Kepuladze
Eric Khorshad
Eitan Kimelman
Joshua Knoll
Grace Ku
Jamie Kwasniewski
Samantha Labossiere
Hayden Lerner
Chrystina Lopera
Charles Machado
Gina Mam
Lynn Martin
Christopher Marucci
Jacqueline Matarazzo
Brock Mayfield
Dorothy McAuliffe
Rebecca Medina
Paul Metcalf
Mario Molina
Jacqueline Moore
Jessica Mullen
Moshe Nachum
Ryan Nicolosi
Corey Osborne
Alessandra Padula-Cortina
Wesley Paisley
Georgios Pantelaros
Lauren Papaleo
Ivo Pierotich
Joanna Plonska
Erin Porter
Ashley Reiner
Natasha Reizis
Jennifer Repollet
Karolina Robel
April Roth
Stanley Rothman
Crystal Sickler
Tim Skeen
Matthew Sontag
Cailin Stabile
David Steiner
Shantel Thompson
Andrew Topazio
Viviana Tovar
David Ventoso
Thomas Weakley
James Wolff
Tayaba Zahra
February 1, 2016
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May 20, 2016 and September 1, 2016
Lana Abramov
Yusef Abutouq
Joseph Antonakos
Corinne Avanzino
Ashley Babrisky
Adrienne Baffa
Josephine Bahn
Theresa Bailey
Ian Ball
Elizabeth Barna
Anisa Bartholomew
Joshua Baum
John Baylet
Murat Bayram
Eric Belmont
Natasha Berg
David Berger
Aurelie Bertoldo
Fema Birch
Gregory Bitetzakis
Anjanette Bobrow
Angie Bolivar
Steven Bonanno
Alexa Bonaros
Matthew Bonds
Peter Botti
Michael Brady
Matthew Brehm
Jeannine Brisard
Doris Cajiao
John Calabro
Christian Calderon
Emily Carnevale
Wayne Carrabus
Cristina Carreno
Brian Cavanaugh
Nicole Chamra
Jaimee Chasmer
Isioma Chukwuani
Joseph Chung
Cody Churchill
Dana Cimera
Arielle Cireseanu
Olivia Clancy
Andray Cleghorn
Daniel Cohen
Lindsay Cohen
David Collins
Gilmar Colonia
Chloe Coniaris
Fatmata Conteh
Trina Cornet
Charles Costello
Joseph Covell
Johanny Cruz
Andrew Curran
Gregory Damico
Caitlin Dance
Renee Daniel
Clineesa Dargan
Joseph Paolo De Jesus
Doralyn Dedios
Scott Dehart
Massimo D’elia
Kelsey Dickman
Mary Doherty
Abigail Dolan
Joseph Dolisi
Robert Drolet
Gillian Eagan
Anne Easton
Alexander Eaton
Benjamin Eisenstein
Keila Espinosa
Vera Esses
John Falcone
Miranda Fansher
Sean Farrow
Daniel Feldman
Morio Feldman
Daniel Field
Artur Finkel
Luisa Florez
Ariana Fodera
Stephen Gaeta
Adam Gallagher
Christina Gallo
Arielle Gambino
Togtokhbayar Ganzorig
Jason Gentile
Sally Ghabour
Jeannette Glazier
Jennifer Golden
J.D. Candidates
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Timothy Greenberg
Terrence Griffiths
Xiaoyin Guan
Nataliana Guida
Shabnam Hajian
Colleen Haley
Frank Halpern
Devin Heck
Jessica Herman
Thomas Hogan
Emily Holt
Ketevan Iveri
Lauren Jakubowicz
Marine Jardonnet
Gwendolyn Javor
Timothy Jenks
Linaye Jones
Chelsea Kearney
Ryan Keenan
Edward Kiernan
Brielle Kilmartin
Jason Kim
Andrew Kontzamanis
Roxanne Kornreich
Plamen Kovachev
Regina Koyfman
Rachel Kramer
Elvira Kulyak
Jerry Lambe
Gonzalo Landaverde
Alicia Langone
Elizabeth Lanza
Leslie Leutwiler
Gabriel Levy
Bianca Lewis
Sumyi Li
Danielle Librandi
Daniel Lleonart
Jennifer Lo
Robert Lo Giudice
Nicholas Lodico
Kristine Loffredo
James Losada
Jeffrey Lucido
Vincent Macri
Christine Maggiore
Katherine Maksim
Fabiola Marrufo
Molly Mauck
Michael Mauro
Darley Maw
Francisco Mayer
Kendall McCaffrey
Mallory McGee
Colin McGeough
Max Melillo
Roxanne Micca
Perri Michael
Laura Molina
Thomas Morelli
Patrick Morris
Nicole Mozee
Michelle Muallem
Rourk Mulderig
Marbel Munoz
Dennis Murray
Thomas Mutone
Sara Nassof
Zulaihat Nauzo
Joshua Navi
Sahar Nikanjam
Brian Noel
Elda Nune
Justin Offermann
Michael Ohrnberger
Tolulope Okusanya
Daniel Opatut
Oluwatobi Oyetunde
Paul Pafundi
Jimmy Park
Bridget Pastorelle
Guillermo Patino
Sherbune Paul
Eric Pesale
Eugene Pevzner
James Pierre-Louis
Ashley Pomes
Kasha Pride
Gerard Quinn
Jesse Rabbits
Hiren Rama
Judith Ramos
Senad Ramovic
J.D. Candidates (continued)
May 20, 2016 and September 1, 2016 (continued)
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Quinn Rapp-Ellis
Courtney Reed
Jason Reuben
Marisha Rhee
Sharla Ricafort
Jennessy Rivera
Darren Robertson
Estefani Rodriguez
Sylvia Romy
Alec Rubenstein
Brian Ruiz
Marisa Russo
Jeffrey Saavedra
Maria Salatto
Lucas Sambrook
Maralee Sanders
Eric Saparli
Lauren Sarti
Daniel Sasson
Joshua Satter
Christopher Sciascia
Anthony Sears
Faisal Sheikh
Shawn Shirian
Elizabeth Shirokova
Jason Singer
Evangelos Siozios
Diawanttie Sirju
Jonathon Sizemore
Alina Slabodkina
Jose Soriano
Thomas Sottile
Timothy Sporcic
Joseph Stackhouse
Alexander Stepankovskiy
Elizabeth Stevens
Victoria Stork
Stephanie Storke
Amanda Tarallo
Inna Teres
Payal Thakkar
Chuan Tian
Georgianna Timal
Kevin Timpone
William Tock
Douglas Triglianos
Michael Tuttle
Christopher Ujkic
Carlos Valenzuela
Maria Vasaturo
Rita Vega
Andrew Villa
Christine Visci
Joseph Vitiello
Blair Waller
Xianzhi Wang
Andrea Weitzman
Barbara Wheatle
Kyle Willmer
Karyn Wilson
Jeffrey Wolber
Bryan Wong
Afroza Yeasmin
Lauren Zamora
Honorary Degree and  
President’s Medal
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The Honorable Robert A. Katzmann
New York Law School honors the Hon . Robert A . Katzmann in recognition of his outstanding legal scholarship 
and commitment to American jurisprudence .
Robert A. Katzmann became the Chief Judge of the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit on September 1, 2013.  He was 
appointed to the Second Circuit Court of Appeals in 1999.  At the time 
of his appointment, he was Walsh Professor of Government, Professor of 
Law and Professor of Public Policy at Georgetown University;  a Fellow 
of the Governmental Studies Program of the Brookings Institution; 
and president of the Governance Institute.      
A lawyer and political scientist by training, Judge Katzmann received 
his A.B. (summa cum laude) from Columbia College, A.M. and Ph.D. 
in government from Harvard University, and a J.D. from Yale Law 
School, where he was an Article and Book Review Editor of the Yale 
Law Journal .  After clerking on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit, he joined the Brookings 
Institution, where he was a research associate, senior fellow, visiting fellow, and acting program director.   
He is the author of several books on government and the courts, including his most recently published book, 
Judging Statutes. In 2007, he delivered the Marden Lecture of the New York City Bar Association, The Legal 
Profession and the Unmet Needs of the Immigrant Poor .  He later launched the Study Group on Immigrant 
Representation, and conceived of and advanced the creation of the Immigrant Justice Corps to provide legal 
counsel for immigrants. 
Judge Katzmann is a member of the Judicial Conference of the United States. He teaches a course on the 
administrative process at NYU School of Law. 
In 2001, Judge Katzmann received the American Political Science Association’s Charles E. Merriam 
Award, “given to a person whose published work and career represents a significant contribution to the art 
of government through the application of social science research.” He is a recipient of the Fuld Award of 
the New York State Bar Association, the Chesterfield Smith Award of the Pro Bono Institute, the Michael 
Maggio Award of the American Immigration Lawyers Association, and the 2012 Learned Hand Medal of 
the Federal Bar Council.    He is a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.
Honorary Degree, Doctor of Laws
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Charles E. Phillips Jr. ’93
New York Law School honors Charles E . Phillips Jr . ’93 for his achievements in business and technology, which have 
made him one of the most successful and accomplished graduates of New York Law School in its 125 year history .
Charles Phillips is the Chief Executive Officer of Infor, the world’s third 
largest provider of enterprise software applications. 
Headquartered in New York City, Infor provides industry-specific 
software to more than 75,000 companies in the manufacturing, 
healthcare, fashion, government, and retail sectors, among others. 
Global companies in more than 200 countries and territories rely on 
Infor to build and ship products, manage employees and customers, 
and care for patients. Infor also controls the world’s leading commerce 
network, which processes more than $100 billion in transactions 
annually.
Under Phillips’ leadership, Infor’s 14,000 employees have a passion for transforming companies with 
technology, industry domain, and unconstrained thinking. Over the past five years at Infor, Phillips built 
the foundation for digital transformation: industry applications, domain experts, a science lab at M.I.T., 
machine learning, Internet of things, design thinking, and hyper-scale clouds to challenge business models 
and create new ones. Phillips pioneered the concept of deploying an entire industry in the cloud and, as a 
result, Infor now has more than 58 million cloud users. Infor was also the first business applications company 
with its own internal creative agency, now one of the largest such agencies in New York City, focused on user 
experience design, hackathons, and co-innovation.
Prior to Infor, Phillips was President of Oracle Corporation and a member of its Board of Directors. During 
his seven-and-a-half-year tenure, the company tripled in size and successfully acquired 70 companies.
Prior to Oracle, Phillips was a Managing Director in the Technology Group at Morgan Stanley, where he 
was an Institutional Investor All Star for ten consecutive years.
Before his Wall Street years, Phillips was a Captain in the U.S. Marine Corps in the 2nd Battalion, 10th 
Marine artillery unit. In 2012, he was the guest speaker at the Marine Corps’ 237th birthday ball for his old 
unit, after their return from Afghanistan.
Phillips serves on the Boards of Viacom Corporation, Santander Bank, Apollo Theater, BENS (Business 
Executives For National Security), Jazz at Lincoln Center, the United States Air Force Academy Endowment 
Fund, the New York City Police Foundation, the New York City Public Library, New York Law School, 
and the Posse Foundation. Phillips also served on the President’s Council on Jobs and Competitiveness 
(previously the President’s Economic Recovery Advisory Board), chaired by former Federal Reserve 
Chairman Paul Volcker, and is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations.
Phillips holds a B.S. in computer science from the U.S. Air Force Academy, a J.D. from New York Law 
School, an M.B.A. from Hampton University, and honorary doctorates from several universities. He is also 
a member of the Georgia State Bar.
President’s Medal
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President’s Medal Recipients
2002 to the Present
2002  
Awarded posthumously to
BErnArD H. MEnDIk ’58
Chairman of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School 
President, Bernard H. Mendik Company, LLC
Benefactor, The Mendik Law Library
2003  
Awarded posthumously to
SHEPArD BroAD ’27
Member of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School 
Founder, Broad and Cassel
 Benefactor, Shepard Broad Scholarship Fund 
 Benefactor, The Shepard and Ruth K. Broad 
Student Center 
2004 
J. BruCE llEwEllyn ’60
Former Member of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School
 Chairman and CEO of Philadelphia Coca-Cola  
Bottling Company, Inc.
Founder of “100 Black Men”
2005 
lAwrEnCE S. HuntInGton ’64
 Former Chairman of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School
 Chairman Emeritus of the Board,  
Fiduciary Trust Company International
Generous Benefactor
2006 
Awarded posthumously to
PHIlIP M. DAMASHEk
Member of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School
 Managing Partner, Schneider, Kleinick, Weitz,  
Damashek & Shoot
 President, New York State Trial Lawyers  
Association (1990–91)
2007 
SyBIl SHAInwAlD ’76
Member of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School
President, Law Offices of Sybil Shainwald 
Awarded to New York Law School’s most outstanding and accomplished alumni and its most generous 
benefactors, the President’s Medal acknowledges those who have made the most significant  
contributions to the history of the Law School by their exemplary professional lives and their generosity.
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2008  
tHE HonorABlE  
ErnSt H. roSEnBErGEr ’58
 Member of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School
Adjunct Professor of Law, New York Law School
Of Counsel, Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP
2009 
ZyGMunt wIlF ’74
 Member of the Advisory Board, Center for  
Real Estate Studies, New York Law School
Attorney, Wilf Law Firm
President, Garden Homes Real Estate Developers
 Principal Owner, Minnesota Vikings Football 
Club, LLC
2011 
HArry H. wEllInGton
Professor of Law and Dean Emeritus,  
New York Law School
2012 
Awarded posthumously to
tHE HonorABlE roGEr J. MInEr ’56
 Senior United States Circuit Judge
Trustee Emeritus and Former Adjunct Professor  
of Law, New York Law School
JAMES F. SIMon
 Martin Professor of Law Emeritus and Dean 
Emeritus, New York Law School
2013 
ArtHur n. ABBEy ’59
Senior Partner, Abbey Spanier, LLP
Chairman of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School
2014 
kAtHlEEn GrIMM ’80
Deputy Chancellor of Operations,  
New York City Department of Education
Member of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School  
2015 
Dr. vInCEnt A. CArBonEll ’00
Founder and President,  
United Reprographic Services Inc.
Member of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School  
2016
CHArlES E. PHIllIPS Jr. ’93
Chief Executive Officer, Infor
Member of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School 
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Honorary Degree Recipients 
1955 to the Present
1955   The Honorable Charles William Froessel 1913 
 The Honorable John Marshall Harlan ’24 
 Archibald Robinson Watson 
1956  Denis O’Leary Cohalan
 Albert Cohn 1908 
 Albert Conway 
 
1957  Nathaniel L. Goldstein 1918 
 Charles H. Griffiths 1910 
 David W. Peck 
1958  The Honorable Joseph A. Cox 
 Hunter Labatut Delutour 1906
 James Thomas Hallinan II 
 Gerald Nolan 
 Ferdinand Pecora 
1959  Bernard Botein 
 Theodore Granik 
 Philip M. Kleinfield 1916 
 Edward J. Neary 1915 
1960  Charles Stewart Desmond 
1961  Robert Moses 
1962  Stanley Howells Fuld 
 Sylvester Comstock Smith Jr. 1918 
 Murray Stockman 1915 
1963  Sydney E. Foster 
1964  George J. Beldock 
 Hunter Labatut Delatour 1906 
 Alfred Gross 
1965  Marvin R. Dye 
 Edwin L. Weisel 
 The Honorable David T. Wilentz 1917 
1966  Daniel Gutman 
 John Van Voorhis 
1967  Alfred J. Bohlinger ’24 
 Leo M. Cherne ’34 
 The Honorable W. Averell Harriman 
1968  The Honorable Ramsey Clark 
 Tom C. Clark 
 David Finkelstein 
 Orison S. Marden 
 Robert Morris Morgenthau 
 Edward Joseph Mortola 
1969  Jerry Finkelstein ’38
 John-Seward Johnson
 John Vincent Thornton
1970 Adrian P. Burke
 Joseph I. Lubin ’30
 Joseph Edward Lumbard Jr.
 Samuel Miller ’26 
1971 Willard Heckel 
 John E. Scileppi
1972  Maurice R. Greenberg ’50
 Samuel Rabin 
 The Honorable Whitney North Seymour Jr. 
1973  The Honorable Paul J. Curran
 Charles H. Dyson
 Harry B. Helmsley 
 E. Donald Shapiro
 The Honorable Joseph Weintraub 
1974 The Honorable Brendan T. Byrne
 Walter M. Jeffords Jr.
 Samuel J. LeFrak 
 The Honorable Owen McGivern
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Honorary Degree Recipients (continued)
1955 to the Present
1975  The Honorable Charles D. Breitel
 William J. Curran
 Gen. John Einar Murray
 The Honorable Peter W. Rodino Jr.
 Stefan Treschel 
 The Honorable Robert F. Wagner 1900
 William Weary
1976 The Honorable Warren E. Burger
 Milton Helpern
 Mary Gardiner Jones 
 Gen. Rowland F. Kirks
 Harry Ostrov ’25
 The Honorable Edward D. Re
 Joseph Solomon ’27
1977 The Honorable Dennis DeConcini 
 Elizabeth Hughes Gossett
 The Honorable Howard T. Markey
 The Honorable Daniel Patrick Moynihan
 Albert M. Sacks 
1978 The Honorable Griffen B. Bell 
 The Honorable Gerald R. Ford
 The Honorable Erwin N. Griswold
 The Honorable Damon J. Keith
 Rabbi Emmanuel Rackman
1979  The Honorable Benjamin R. Civiletti 
 The Honorable Lawrence H. Cooke 
 Barbara Knowles Debs 
 Abraham S. Goldstein 
 The Honorable Jacob K. Javits 
 The Honorable Wade H. McCree Jr. 
 The Honorable Francis T. Murphy ’52 
 The Honorable Potter Stewart 
1980  The Honorable Richard Reeve Baxter 
 The Most Reverend Terence Cardinal Cooke 
 The Honorable Richard N. Gardner 
 A. Leo Levin 
 The Honorable Lewis F. Powell Jr. 
 Edward Allen Tamm 
1981  Mario M. Biaggi ’63 
 The Honorable William Frank Buckley Jr.
 The Honorable William Joseph Casey 
 The Honorable Matthew Joseph Jasen 
 The Honorable James Skelly Wright 
1982  The Honorable Mary S. Coleman 
 The Honorable Alfonse M. D’Amato 
 Archbishop Jakovos 
 Rex E. Lee 
 The Honorable Shigeru Oda 
 Thomas Grey Wicker 
1983  The Honorable Harry A. Blackmun 
 The Honorable Sherman G. Finesilver 
 The Honorable Constance Baker Motley 
 Albert Parker ’21 
 The Honorable Lowell P. Weicker Jr. 
1984  The Honorable Geraldine A. Ferraro 
 The Honorable A. Leon Higginbotham Jr. 
 Eugene V. Rostow 
 Robert B. Stevens 
 Otto L. Walter ’54 
1985  The Honorable Mario M. Cuomo 
 Robert B. McKay 
 Bill Moyers 
 The Honorable Ellen Ash Peters 
 Donna E. Shalala 
1986 Barbara Aronstein Black 
 The Honorable William Joseph Brennan Jr. 
 The Honorable Edward I. Koch 
 Myres Smith McDougal 
 The Honorable Spottswood W. Robinson III 
1987  Fred W. Friendly 
 Ellen V. Futter 
 The Honorable Thomas Howard Kean 
 Frederick A.O. Schwarz Jr.  
124th Commencement   |   43
1988  Archibald R. Murray
 Ernst C. Stiefel 
 The Honorable Patricia McGowan Wald
1989  J. William Campo 
 The Honorable Roger J. Miner ’56 
1990  Alvin J. Bronstein ’51 
 Linda A. Fairstein 
 The Honorable Milton L. Williams ’63 
1991  The Honorable David N. Dinkins 
 The Honorable John H. Sununu 
1992  The Honorable Sandra Day O’Connor 
 James F. Simon 
1993  Shepard Broad ’27 
 Drew S. Days III 
 The Honorable Judith S. Kaye 
1994  The Honorable Rudolph W. Giuliani 
 Bernard H. Mendik ’58 
1995  The Honorable José A. Cabranes 
 Alexander D. Forger 
1996  The Honorable Sidney H. Asch 
 Boris Leavitt ’26 
 The Honorable Jon O. Newman 
1997  The Honorable Harry T. Edwards 
 Dr. Raymond D. Horton 
 Lewis M. Steel ’63 
1998  Joseph T. Arenson 
 Lawrence S. Huntington ’64 
 Vernon E. Jordan Jr. 
1999  The Honorable Guido Calabresi 
2000  Sybil Shainwald ’76 
 Harry H. Wellington 
 The Honorable Ralph K. Winter 
2001  Taylor R. Briggs (posthumously) 
 Ira Glasser 
 The Honorable Judith B. Sheindlin ’65 
2002 The Honorable Pierre N. Leval, LL.D.
 The Honorable Charles E. Schumer, LL.D.
2003 The Honorable Jack B. Weinstein, LL.D.
2004 The Honorable Alexis M. Herman, LL.D.
 Anthony Lewis, LL.D.
2005 The Honorable Bob Kerrey, LL.D.
2006 The Honorable Joel I. Klein, LL.D.
2007 David Boies
2008    Dennis W. Archer
2009    Gregory H. Williams
2010    The Honorable Jonathan Lippman
2011    The Honorable Cory A. Booker
2012    Kenneth R. Feinberg
2013    The Honorable Michael R. Bloomberg
2014    Steven Banks
2015 Joe Plumeri
 Cyrus R. Vance Jr.
2016 The Honorable Robert A. Katzmann
In Memoriam
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Professor rudolph J.r. Peritz passed away on August 5, 2015.  A 
member of the NYLS community for nearly 30 years, Professor 
Peritz was a cherished faculty member whose scholarship in antitrust, 
computer law, and intellectual property contributed significantly to 
the prestige of the Law School.  From Professor Edward A. Purcell Jr., 
“Rudy Peritz was a warm, generous, and congenial colleague whom I 
admired greatly as a teacher, a scholar, and a friend. Rudy was one of 
the first people who came to welcome me when I arrived at New York 
Law School many years ago. He immediately offered his assistance 
in helping me make the transition to law teaching, and he made me 
feel at home and that I could call on him for anything. Over the years 
our friendship grew as I enjoyed his companionship and good humor 
and increasingly appreciated his deep social concerns and his ever-probing intellect. Often we talked 
about his ideas on economics and competition policy, and he taught me far more than I had ever known 
about both as he worked to complete the original and revised editions of his complex and profound study 
of American antitrust law, Competition Policy in America: History, Rhetoric, Law. His scholarship, like 
his mind and his conversation, was invariably incisive, enlightening, and stimulating. He will be acutely 
missed.”  From Professor William Mills, “I was for many years the Library’s liaison to Prof. Peritz. I will 
always remember him as one of my favorite faculty members to work with. I appreciated his warmth and 
keen sense of humor. A consummate scholar, he was demanding, yet patient in his demands. I felt a strong 
sense of accomplishment every time I was able to satisfy his challenging research requests. His loss will be 
felt deeply in the New York Law School community.”
Mary rose Mercieca passed away on November 16, 2015.  Mary 
Rose worked in the Human Resources Department at NYLS for 15 
years, serving for the past six years as the front desk receptionist in 
our flagship academic building at 185 West Broadway. She was the 
quintessential champion for our community. A friend and advocate 
for all, her warmth and charm radiated from the moment you saw her 
bright smile as she greeted you.  Before joining the reception desk, 
Mary Rose provided support in many areas of the school, including 
to faculty members, the Registrar’s Office, the Office of Institutional 
Research and Accountability, the Office of Institutional Advancement, 
and the Office of Student Engagement, among others. Mary Rose 
grew up in Malta and went to St. Mary’s High School in the town of 
Victoria, Gozo, and received a Bachelor’s Degree from Pace University in New York City.  She loved Malta, 
always beamed when she spoke of it, and traveled back there annually. She is survived by her two sons: 
Christopher, who is currently a member of the Armed Forces, and Victor, who resides in New York with 
his family. She had three grandchildren.
In Memoriam
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About New York Law School
We are New York’s Law School
FounDInG
New York Law School was established in 1891 by Columbia 
College School of Law faculty, students, and alumni who 
were protesting their trustees’ attempts to dictate the 
teaching methods used by professors. The central figure in 
the revolt against Columbia and the subsequent creation 
of New York Law School was Columbia Law School’s 
founder, Theodore Dwight, a major figure in the history of 
American legal scholarship and education. 
tHE EArly yEArS
Almost immediately, New York Law School attained a 
formidable reputation due to the excellence of its students 
and faculty. 
Dedicated to providing diverse routes to achievement 
through innovation in scholarship, service, and 
professional training, by 1904, New York Law School was 
the largest law school in the country. That year, the Law 
School’s founders created one of the nation’s first evening 
divisions to provide a flexible alternative to full-time 
legal education for those in the workforce or with family 
obligations. The Evening Division also allowed students to 
build upon previously established successful careers or to 
begin a second career. 
Among the Law School’s early lecturers were Woodrow 
Wilson and Charles Evans Hughes. The first class included 
James W. Gerard, who went on to serve as Ambassador 
to Germany during World War I, and Bainbridge Colby, 
who became Secretary of State under President Wilson. 
Other early graduates included Robert F. Wagner, a future 
U.S. senator from New York and a leader in developing 
national labor policy, and two Pulitzer Prize winners: 
Wallace Stevens (poetry) and Elmer Rice (drama). Another 
prominent alumnus from the pre-World War I era was the 
Honorable James S. Watson, a distinguished judge and 
an important member of New York’s African American 
community. The judge’s daughter, Barbara Watson, also 
attended the Law School and was the first woman to attain 
the rank of Assistant Secretary of State of the United States. 
Many of those attending around the turn of the 20th 
century became founders or name partners of leading 
law firms, including Alfred Rose of Proskauer, Rose, 
Goetz & Mendelsohn; Randolph E. Paul of Paul, Weiss, 
Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison; Henry Hurlbut Abbott 
and William C. Breed of Breed, Abbott & Morgan; 
Edwin Sunderland of Davis, Polk, Wardwell, Sunderland 
& Kiendel; William Parke of Chadbourne & Parke LLP; 
Alfred Mudge of Mudge, Rose, Guthrie & Alexander; 
Jacob Scholer of Kaye Scholer LLP; and Albert Milbank 
and Walter Hope of Milbank, Tweed, Hope & Hadley. 
Classes of the 1920s, and 1930s produced graduates 
who would play leading roles in the profession. Among 
the most notable was U.S. Supreme Court Justice John 
Marshall Harlan II. Other prominent graduates included 
Albert Parker, a founding partner of Parker, Chapin, 
Flattau & Klimpl; Cameron F. MacRae, a former chairman 
of LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae; Conover English, a 
founding partner of McCarter & English; David Wilentz, 
a founding partner of Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer; 
Chester Carlson, who invented the xerography process 
leading to the founding of Xerox Corporation; and the 
Honorable Emilio Nuñez, the first Latino to be named to 
the bench in New York State. 
New York Law School closed for one year during World 
War I, interrupting a steady expansion that lasted until 
the mid-1920s. While the situation improved by the late 
1930s, the draft in 1940 dealt the institution another blow, 
and the Law School was forced to close in 1941 for the 
duration of World War II. 
PoSt-wAr rEBuIlDInG 
In 1947, New York Law School reopened and began 
to rebuild. A major impetus came from graduates who 
formed a committee spearheaded by New York State 
Supreme Court Justice Albert Cohn. The new program 
was small, but the Law School made significant strides and 
gained provisional accreditation from the American Bar 
Association in 1954, and final accreditation 10 years later.
Steady growth marked the next few decades. With the 
appointment of E. Donald Shapiro as Dean in the early 
1970s, the Law School joined the Association of American 
Law Schools, and the trustees authorized an increase in 
the size of the full-time faculty. Admissions requirements 
were raised and enrollment grew. As facilities expanded, 
an endowment fund was established. In 1975, the School 
received its first endowed professorship, the Joseph 
Solomon Distinguished Professorship of Law. 
Many graduates who were students during these years 
achieved prominence in the bar, the judiciary, government, 
and business. They include the late Honorable Roger J. 
Miner, Senior Judge, United States Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit; the late Bernard Mendik, former Chairman 
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of the Real Estate Board of New York and former CEO of 
Mendik Properties; and the late Kathleen Grimm, Deputy 
Chancellor of Operations, New York City Department 
of Education. Other prominent alumni from that period 
include Maurice Greenberg, former Chairman and CEO 
of American International Group (AIG) and current 
Chairman and CEO of C.V. Starr and Co. Inc.;  Arthur 
N. Abbey, Senior Partner at Abbey Spanier, LLP and 
current Chairman of the Law School’s Board of Trustees; 
Lawrence S. Huntington, former Chairman and CEO 
of Fiduciary Trust International and former Chairman 
of the Law School’s Board of Trustees; the Honorable 
Judith Sheindlin, known as “Judge Judy,” New York family 
court judge, author, and TV personality; Zygmunt Wilf, 
principal owner of the Minnesota Vikings of the NFL; 
and Kenneth D. Werner, President of Warner Brothers 
Domestic Television Distribution.
rECEnt lEADErSHIP AnD GrowtH
Dramatic growth and revitalization continued under 
the leadership of James F. Simon, Dean from 1983 until 
1992. A series of major facility renovations were begun, 
highlighted by the opening of the Mendik Library in 
1990 and the construction of the Ernst Stiefel Reading 
Room. During Dean Simon’s tenure, the Rita and Joseph 
Solomon Professorship of Wills, Trusts, and Estates was 
added, and the Law School introduced the innovative 
Lawyering Skills Program into the curriculum. 
In 1992, Harry H. Wellington, Sterling Professor of Law 
Emeritus and former dean of Yale Law School, became 
the 14th Dean and President of New York Law School. 
Under Dean Wellington’s leadership, a strategic plan was 
implemented to position New York Law School as a vital 
urban law center with an academic program that integrates 
the strategic and ethical perspectives of the practicing 
attorney. During Dean Wellington’s tenure, the Ernst C. 
Stiefel Professorship of Comparative Law was created and 
the Law School’s Centers for International Law and New 
York City Law were established.
Richard A. Matasar was named the 15th Dean and 
President of New York Law School in 2000, serving until 
December 2011. Under Dean Matasar’s leadership, the 
School expanded its Academic Centers and increased its 
graduate offerings, which now include advanced degree 
programs in American business law and tax.  During 
his tenure, the Law School completed an expansion and 
renovation program that transformed its TriBeCa campus 
into a cohesive architectural complex. The centerpiece of 
the expansion is a glass-enclosed, 235,000-square-foot, 
nine-level building—five stories above ground and four 
below—which opened in 2009. 
“nEw york’S lAw SCHool” AnD tHE FuturE
In spring 2012, New York Law School, continuing its 
tradition of bold and innovative leadership, named 
Anthony W. Crowell, former Counselor to New York 
City Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, the 16th Dean and 
President of the Law School. He joined the Law School 
in May 2012, after having been a member of the adjunct 
faculty for nearly a decade. Under Dean Crowell, the Law 
School is poised to maximize its strengths, develop new 
ones, and bring it recognition as a leader in legal education. 
In his early months, he aggressively restructured leadership 
in key areas of the Law School and launched a strategic 
planning process that addresses areas of strategic priority 
including fostering academic excellence and innovation; 
supporting the career success of students and alumni; 
creating a vibrant intellectual community that supports 
research and scholarship; strengthening engagement 
among students, alumni, faculty, and other constituents; 
and driving operational efficiencies and institution-
building. 
To strengthen the Law School’s connection to our great 
City, Dean Crowell introduced the “We are New York’s 
law school” campaign, which has now become the Law 
School’s motto. Initiatives already under way as New York’s 
law school include the establishment of a new Public Service 
Scholarship Program for uniformed services personnel and 
other dedicated public servants working in New York City at 
the local, state, and federal levels. The Scholarship celebrates 
the Law School’s rich history of enrolling students coming 
from these professional areas to advance their careers and be 
the most effective leaders in the City and beyond. 
In fall 2012, New York Law School was the first law school 
to announce an initiative to identify and create new 
experiential learning opportunities for students that would 
help provide the community with access to justice and 
help students satisfy the 50 hour pro bono requirement 
for admission to the bar. Dean Crowell worked with the 
Law School’s faculty to expand the school’s experiential 
and clinical learning programs to encourage each of its 
students to connect their classroom learning to practical 
legal training. In spring 2013, the Law School announced 
a historic expansion of clinical and experiential learning 
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programs, doubling the number of clinics from 13 to 
26 in one year. Dean Crowell also initiated the Dean’s 
Leadership Council, which invites 1L students who 
perform in the top 25 percent of their class to take part 
in a special series of dialogues with the Dean and top City 
leaders in law, business, and government. 
In July 2013, the Law School issued a provocative and 
groundbreaking Strategic Plan, which garnered national 
attention. The Plan focuses on five areas: Academic 
Excellence and Innovation; Career Success; Intellectual 
life; Community Engagement; and Operations. The Law 
School is setting its sights on the high-growth fields of 
tomorrow: intellectual property; technology and applied 
sciences; business and financial services; and government 
and public interest—all of which encompass what will 
be the major areas of employment and growth over the 
next 10 to 20 years. In September 2014, the Law School 
followed up with Strategic Plan Progress and Outcomes 
for 2014, its first annual report on the progress made and 
outcomes achieved in implementing the Strategic Plan.
During the 2013-14 academic year, the Law School added 
two new programs: the Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Skills Program and the Institute for In-House Counsel. 
During the 2014-15 academic year, the Law School 
announced the formation of the Impact Center for Public 
Interest Law, which brought all of the Law School’s 
important public interest work under one umbrella, as 
well as the Innovation Center for Law and Policy, which 
absorbed and transformed the Law School’s Institute 
for Information Law and Policy, and focuses on the 
innovation economy and the growth of media, science, 
and technology in the digital age. In January 2015, the 
Law School started the country’s first two-year J.D. honors 
program. In February 2015, the Law School issued its 
Institutional Diversity Plan, a bold statement of principles 
and goals, and ambitious course of action, to maintain 
diversity and inclusion as essential components of the Law 
School’s operations. 
Through it all, the Law School stabilized tuition, keeping 
it the same for the fourth straight year in 2015-16, and 
doubled the amount of scholarship aid to students. NYLS 
has also achieved an unprecedented level of student and 
alumni engagement.
2015-16 is the 125th Anniversary of New York Law School, 
and we are celebrating the highlights of our past and 
showcasing the prospects for our future. The celebration 
kicked off in August 2015 and continues through 2016. 
During this time we featured alumni who contributed to the 
New York City legal community and beyond, across a wide 
range of subject areas.
In November 2015, NYLS was the recipient of a $5 million 
dollar gift from Joe and Susan Plumeri through The Joe 
Plumeri Foundation. The gift will support New York Law 
School’s nationally recognized practical training programs 
by establishing The Joe Plumeri Center for Social Justice 
and Economic Opportunity (“The Plumeri Center”). The 
Plumeri Center is the home of the School’s law firm where a 
diverse client base drawn from all of New York City receives 
free, high-quality legal services. The Plumeri Center houses 
NYLS’s legal clinics that serve clients; provides the space 
for extensive simulation training in both the first-year Legal 
Practice program and upper-level courses, and includes a 
moot court room with an accompanying jury deliberation 
room.
These and other initiatives have gained great visibility for 
the Law School. During the 2015-16 year, NYLS received 
national recognition for diversity by U.S. News & World 
Report; for its practical training by National Jurist; and 
earned the highest grades for Intellectual Property Law 
and Technology Law from preLaw magazine. 
Engaging the Law School’s constituents—from students 
to alumni to faculty to employers and other leaders and 
influencers—is a key component of Dean Crowell’s strategy 
to reintroduce the Law School and lead it to new success. 
New York Law School embraces its location in the heart 
of the City’s legal, government, and financial districts and 
provides students with unmatched opportunities to gain 
valuable practical experience and build the foundation for 
a meaningful and successful career. Simply put, New York 
Law School is New York’s law school—a vibrant, diverse 
school which, for nearly 125 years, has given opportunities 
to thousands of students to advance justice, improve society, 
and reach their goals in every sector of the economy.
ACADEMIC CEntErS
The Law School’s academic centers, led by members of the 
faculty, continue to maximize the effectiveness of faculty 
research and scholarly endeavors, teaching, and activism, 
and to increase opportunities for students to engage in 
important policy issues. Six academic centers, described 
below, play an integral role in the Harlan Scholars honors 
program.
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Center for Business and Financial law
The Center for Business and Financial Law (CBFL) 
provides students with an unparalleled, rigorous, and 
integrated approach to academic study and skills training 
in all aspects of corporate, commercial, and financial 
law. Through cutting-edge courses, events, projects, 
and research, the CBFL brings together academics, 
practitioners, and students to address the challenges that 
face business and finance. 
Center for International law
In 1996, aided by a grant from the C.V. Starr Foundation, 
the School created the C.V. Starr Center for International 
Law. The Center supports teaching and research in all 
areas of international law but concentrates on the law 
of international trade and finance, deriving much of its 
strength from interaction with New York’s business, 
commercial, financial, and legal communities. The Center 
sponsors events such as the prestigious C.V. Starr Lectures 
and the Otto L. Walter Lecture Series, which regularly 
bring world-renowned speakers to the Law School. It also 
provides extensive resources for researching careers in 
international law.
Center for new york City law
Established in 1994–95, the Center for New York City 
Law is the only program of its kind in the country. Its 
objectives are to gather and disseminate information about 
New York City’s laws, rules, and procedures; to sponsor 
publications, symposia, and conferences on topics related 
to governing the city; and to suggest reforms to make 
city government more effective and efficient. The Center 
produces several publications, including CityLaw, which 
tracks New York City’s rules and regulations, how they are 
enforced, and court challenges to them; and CityLand, 
which reports decisions from the New York City land use 
agencies.
Center for real Estate Studies
The Center for Real Estate Studies provides students 
with a unique educational opportunity to study both the 
private practice and public regulation of the real estate 
business. Launched in 2007, the Center offers an extensive 
selection of classroom courses, advanced seminars, and 
independent study projects, as well as externships in 
governmental offices and real estate firms. It also sponsors 
conferences, symposia, and continuing legal education 
programs on a broad spectrum of issues for New York’s real 
estate community. The Center aims to bridge the existing 
gap between the private practice and academic study of 
real estate, and is one of the premier research centers in the 
country for the study of real estate.
Impact Center for Public Interest law
The Impact Center for Public Interest Law is committed 
to using the formidable power of law and legal education 
to advance social justice and to have a positive impact 
on the public interest, promote the practice of public 
interest law, and expand the role of public interest law in 
the professional development of New York Law School 
students. Impact Center faculty and students engage in 
advocacy on a wide range of legal issues that promote 
the rights, and social and economic empowerment, 
of members of our community. Through its advocacy 
projects, clinics, externships, and fellowships, the Impact 
Center provides New York Law School students with the 
training and experience they need to become highly skilled 
and dedicated public interest advocates.
Innovation Center for law and technology
The Innovation Center for Law and Technology serves as 
a forum for law students, distinguished legal practitioners, 
entrepreneurs, academics, and tech users to learn about, 
shape, lead, and benefit from the innovation economy and 
the growth of media, science, and technology in the digital 
age. Focus areas include intellectual property, privacy, 
cybersecurity, fashion law, sports law, and entrepreneurship. 
The Innovation Center is a focal point for NYLS and New 
York City as a whole to study and work on complex issues 
and opportunities presented by the growing innovation 
economy. 
ADDItIonAl ProGrAMS AnD ProJECtS
Alternative Dispute resolution Skills Program
In fall 2013, New York Law School introduced the 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Skills Program, 
distinguished by its emphasis on practical experience. 
Students entering the program are exposed to theories of 
interest-based negotiation and its alternatives, and given 
opportunities to practice their skills in that field.
Institute for In-House Counsel
In spring 2014, the Law School established the Institute for 
In-House Counsel, dedicated to the needs of in-house and 
corporate professionals. The Institute addresses emerging 
legal, economic and business issues affecting companies 
from a variety of industries and sectors, and provides 
practical advice on how to successfully navigate the in-
house/outside counsel relationship and communicate 
effectively with company leadership.
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legal Practice Program
In fall 2011, New York Law School launched a new 
first-year skills program, Legal Practice, which provides 
students with a comprehensive introduction to lawyering 
skills at the beginning of their law school careers. The 
program is designed to prepare students for their first 
legal work experience and presents them with challenging 
scenarios that call on them to problem-solve and apply the 
law in context.
DEGrEES AnD CErtIFICAtES
Master of laws (ll.M.) in American Business law 
In 2012, the Law School began offering the LL.M. in 
American Business Law. The program provides foreign-
trained lawyers with a thorough grounding in the basic 
principles of American business and commercial law.
Master of laws (ll.M.) in Financial Services law 
In fall 2009, the Law School began offering the Master 
of Laws (LL.M.) in Financial Services Law. The program 
provides students with knowledge and expertise in the law, 
business, and regulation of the global financial services 
industry.
Master of laws (ll.M.) in real Estate
In January 2009, the Law School began offering the Master 
of Laws (LL.M.) in Real Estate. The program provides 
students with a thorough grounding in the law, business, 
and regulation of real estate transactions, finance, and 
development.
Master of laws (ll.M.) in taxation
In 2003, the Law School began offering the Master of Laws 
(LL.M.) in Taxation, becoming one of the only law schools 
in the New York City area to offer this advanced training 
to tax attorneys. The program enables students to increase 
their mastery of tax law and refine their practice skills in 
order to better serve clients and communities. 
online Mental Disability law Program
The Law School’s Online Mental Disability Law Program 
offers courses to J.D. students as well as professionals 
who work with, or on behalf of, people with disabilities. 
In January 2009, the program expanded from offering 
courses on an individual basis to offering a Master of Arts 
(M.A.) in Mental Disability Law Studies and a Certificate 
in Advanced Mental Disability Law Studies.
Certificate in Alternative Dispute resolution
The Alternative Dispute Resolution Skills Program offers 
a Certificate in Alternative Dispute Resolution to students 
who complete the requirements of the Program. They 
may be relied upon to possess not only an intellectual 
understanding of the principles of negotiation, mediation, 
and arbitration, but actual experience in those fields.
Pro Bono Scholars
The Pro Bono Scholars program allows students who 
complete the program to take the New York bar exam in 
February and then become eligible for early admission 
to the bar. After taking the bar exam, students spend the 
remainder of the spring semester in a 12-week, full-time 
pro bono placement, representing people from poor 
and underserved communities. Pro Bono Scholars also 
participate in a seminar in which they reflect on their 
placement experiences, study lawyering skills and ethical 
issues, and explore the crisis in access to justice and 
proposed responses to this crisis.
Academic dress and graduation date back to the 12th 
century at the formation of early universities in Europe. 
Historians believe that academic dress originated when 
scholars, who were largely clerics or aspiring clerics, wore 
long robes and hoods to keep warm in unheated buildings. 
From these practical origins, the gowns, hoods, and caps 
have developed into the accepted attire that symbolizes 
scholarly achievement. Over time, colleges and universities 
have customized the ensemble to reflect their schools’ 
unique symbols of visual identity such as the seal, school 
colors, and additional adornments that become part of 
their commencement traditions.
Faculty members, staff, and guests in today’s procession 
are robed in the gowns appropriate to their highest degrees 
earned, and their hoods carry the distinctive colors of 
the institutions from which they received those degrees. 
Differences in the doctoral, master’s, and baccalaureate gowns 
are illustrated below.
Gowns
Our graduating students in both the J.D. and LL.M. degree 
programs process with the traditional doctoral gown with 
bell-shaped sleeves. The gowns have three velvet stripes on 
the sleeves and velvet panels on the front and neck. Our 
graduating students in the M.A. degree program process 
with the master’s robe with oblong sleeves that are square 
cut at the rear part of the oblong shape and have an arc 
cut away at the front part with a slit for the wrist opening.
Hoods
The hoods, designed with the Law 
School’s official colors, blue and gray, are 
worn draped over the shoulders with the 
lining exposed on the back of the gown. 
The satin lining comprises a gray chevron 
on a blue background. The velvet border 
on the hood is of a prescribed width and 
color—purple for the field of law, or white 
for the M.A. degree. 
Caps
According to historians, academic caps were adopted for 
this use by the church in 1311 and are based on a close-
fitting cap worn by the ancient Romans. There are two 
styles of caps: the Oxford, a stiff mortarboard; and the 
Cambridge, a beret-like soft cap. Our J.D., M.A., and 
LL.M. students process with the Cambridge caps made of 
velvet and with gold tassels.
Fourragères
Introduced as a new component of our 
academic attire in 2005, the fourragères 
are symbols of academic achievement 
worn on top of the gown on the left 
shoulder by the candidates for the 
post-graduate degree of Master of Laws 
(LL.M.).
Seal 
The Law School’s seal dates to the School’s founding in 
1891. It is used on all documents related to academic matters 
such as the diploma, certificates, and all publications and 
other print items related to commencement. In the center 
scroll depicted on the seal are inscribed the words of the 
juris praecepta of the Justinian Code: Juris praecepta sunt 
haec: honeste vivere, alterum non laedere, suum cuique 
tribuere (The precepts of law are these: to live honestly, not 
to injure anyone, and to render to each person what is due.)
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